Tower Hamlets School Travel Policy

The London Borough of Tower Hamlets is helping residents, workers, students and visitors make better use of public transport, and cycle and walk more often through providing better facilities which prioritise pedestrians and cyclists. If car usage continues to increase at its current rate, travelling around the borough will become more and more difficult and unpleasant.  By making sustainable transport an enjoyable experience, easy, safe from accident and crime, and as affordable as possible, we can help residents, workers, students and visitors naturally to choose sustainable transport over the car more frequently. This will make the roads cleaner, less congested and more reliable for those that have absolutely no alternative to using the car. It is recommended that we all take 30 minutes exercise a day – this can often be achieved simply through choosing active travel over the car, and will improve the mental and physical health of all who do so.

In keeping with this policy, and preparing our children for adulthood in Tower Hamlets, London, the UK and the world in general, we heavily discourage parents from using the car for the school run and to choose schools that are easily accessible wherever possible. All schools in the borough will have a School Travel Plan that asks students and their parents what is required to overcome the barriers to active travel, and contain a new Action Plan every year that comprises schemes to help and support students to choose walking and cycling over the car wherever possible and provide an infrastructure in the borough that will lead to a healthier and more enjoyable life for all. Through Travel Awareness, Planning and Safety education we teach students to attain independence through responsibility, and remind those that do drive – especially parents who can set an example to their children – to travel safely, legally, responsibly and considerately.

In short, schools in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets wants to:

· minimise the number of car trips made on the home-school journey to beat congestion and reduce pollution to improve the environment

· increase the amount of walking, cycling and use of public transport by students, parents and staff for health and a greater enjoyment of life

· teach all children to ride a bike safely and professionally on the road to give them greater opportunity

· make children and their parents, and staff, aware of the all the alternative travel modes open to them

· help children and their parents, and staff, to plan their journeys to better benefit themselves and the community as a whole

· maintain a high level of road safety education to help protect children from crime or accident

Our targets are to:

· have less than 20% of children travelling to school by car in each school by 2009
· have less than 10% of children travelling to school by car in each school, and continuing to reduce that wherever possible to under 5%, by 2014
· have less than 10% of children travelling to school by car on average across the borough by 2009
· have less than 5% of children travelling to school by car on average across the borough by 2014
· have over 90% of children in any school travelling sustainably on the home-school journey by 2014
· have 70% of Secondary school children cycling to school by 2015
· have 50% of children in Years 5 and 6 cycling to school by 2015
· have 100% of schools communicating regularly with their students, parents and staff through their School Travel Plan by 2009
· have 100% of schools reviewing their Action Plans and developing new Action Plans every year to meet the needs of sustainable travellers by 2009
	
	Current Position
	Target Position
	Target Position

	Objective
	Actual Position Now
	Date
	Target
	Target Date
	Target 
	Target Date

	Minimise the number of car trips in each school
	0%-55%
	23/11/07
	20%
	31/03/09
	10%
	31/03/14

	Minimise the number of car trips across the borough
	12.5%
	23/11/07
	10%
	31/03/09
	5%
	31/03/14

	Increase the amount of walking, cycling and use of public transport
	85%
	23/11/07
	
	
	90%
	31/03/14

	Increase number of Year 5 and 6 children cycling to school
	0.5%
	23/11/07
	
	
	50%
	31/03/15

	Increase number of Secondary school children cycling to school
	0.5%
	23/11/07
	
	
	70%
	31/03/15

	Schools communicating STP Action Plan regularly
	Unknown
	23/11/07
	100%
	31/03/09
	
	

	Schools reviewing their STP Action Plans annually on time
	16%
	23/11/07
	100%
	31/03/09
	
	

	Increase number of schools receiving Road Safety education annually
	60%
	23/11/07
	70%
	31/03/09
	100%
	31/03/14

	Increase number of schools embedding TAPS into the curriculum
	2%
	23/11/07
	50%
	31/03/09
	100%
	31/03/11


