SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN GRANT
Guidance Note 2009
What is Capital Expenditure?

Your school finance section, in conjunction with Tower Hamlets Children’s Services decides what constitutes capital expenditure at your school. THERE IS NO DEFINITIVE DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURE – it is worked out by the individual organisation (or school) working within the constraints of the financial regulations.

Where is my grant?

If you need more information DO NOT CONTACT THE STP TEAM – contact Sharon Whiteman, the Transport Client and Performance Monitoring Officer in Children’s Services (020 7364 4869) who deals with the Devolved Formula Capital Grants and can confirm when you received payment. If you receive your Devolved Formula Capital Grants from any other source SEE THE RELEVANT PARAGRPAH BELOW RELATING TO YOUR TYPE OF SCHOOL which will tell you who to contact.
When did/do I get it?

Maintained Schools (Community, Foundation, Trusts, Nurseries, Maintained Special Schools, PRUs):

From 2007-08 the Grant is paid by the via Standards Fund under account code 40620 2.1a.  The grant is paid to LAs in three instalments, 50% in September, 25% in December and 25% in the following March. For all other types of school see below.

Overview
Different Types of Schools

There are many different types of state schools as well as independent schools.  All registered schools have their details on the EDUBASE system which can be viewed externally at www.edubase.gov.uk.

All children in England between the ages of five and 16 are entitled to a free place at a state school. Most go to state schools.
Children normally start primary school at the age of four or five, but many schools now have a reception year for four year olds. Children normally leave Primary school at the age of 11, moving on to secondary school. Most state schools admit both boys and girls, though some are single-sex.
The main types of state school all receive funding from local authorities. They all follow the National Curriculum and are regularly inspected by Ofsted.
Community schools

A community school is run by the local authority, which:

· employs the staff 

· owns the land and buildings
· decides which ‘admissions criteria’ to use (these are used to allocate places if the school has more applicants than places) 

Community schools look to develop strong links with the local community, sometimes offering use of their facilities and providing services such as childcare and adult learning classes.

Foundation and Trust schools

Foundation schools are run by their own governing body, 

· employs the staff 

· sets the admissions criteria. 

· Land and buildings are usually owned by the governing body or a charitable foundation.

A Trust school is a type of foundation school which forms a charitable trust with an outside partner - for example, a business or educational charity - aiming to raise standards and explore new ways of working.

Voluntary-aided schools

Voluntary-aided schools are mainly religious or 'faith' schools, although anyone can apply for a place. As with foundation schools, the governing body:

· employs the staff 

· sets the admissions criteria 

· School buildings and land are normally owned by a charitable foundation, often a religious organisation. The governing body contributes to building and maintenance costs.

Voluntary-controlled schools

Voluntary-controlled schools are similar to voluntary aided schools, but are run by the local authority. As with community schools, the local authority:

· employs the school's staff 

· sets the admissions criteria 

· School land and buildings are normally owned by a charity, often a religious organisation, which also appoints some of the members of the governing body
Academies
Academies are independently managed, all-ability schools set up by sponsors from business, faith or voluntary groups in partnership with the DCSF and the local authority. Together they fund the land and buildings, with the DCSF covering the running costs. 
Because they are registered with DCSF as Independently managed schools they are shown on Edubase with an establishment number in the 6000 range.

Maintained Special Schools
These schools are funded by the LA and can be either a Community Special School or a Foundation Special School and follow the same principles as Community or Foundation Schools as detailed above.

Pupil Referral Unit
Pupil referral units are a type of school, set up and run by LAs to provide education for children who cannot attend school.
LAs have a duty under section 19 of the Education Act 1996 to provide suitable education for children of compulsory school age who cannot attend school. Placing pupils in Pupil Referral Units (often called PRUs for short) is just one of the ways in which local authorities can ensure that they can comply with this duty.
Local Authority Maintained Nurseries
A maintained nursery school is a school for children between the ages of three and five, staffed by qualified teachers and other professionals who encourage and supervise educational play rather than simply providing childcare. It is generally considered part of early childhood education. Most LA Nurseries have similar governance arrangements as Community Schools.  For STP Grant purposes, if a nursery has been registered by the DCSF and has a number as identified on Edubase then it is eligible for a grant.
Non Maintained Special School (NMSS)

NMSS are Independent Schools run by charities or charitable trusts and operate on a not for profit basis.  There are currently 73 NMSS schools spread throughout the country. NMSS cater for children with special educational needs, generally those children with the most complex and severe needs.  Children are placed in NMSS in the main by local authorities.  
NMSS are eligible for a number of grants which mirror payments made to maintained schools for certain initiatives which include STP Grants.

All NMSS establishment numbers have a 7000 range shown on Edubase.

Independent Schools
These are defined as schools that provide full time education for five or more pupils of compulsory school age or one or more such pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) or who is in public care (within the meaning of Section 22 of the Children Act 1989) and is not a school maintained by a LA or a NMSS. They are a fee paying schools that control their own admissions. They are not eligible for grants which mirror payments made to maintained schools and do not receive funding for STPS.

All Independent School establishment numbers have a 6000 range shown on Edubase.

Independent Special Schools
These schools are the same as Independent Schools as above except they have been classed as special schools because they have more than 50% of pupils who are classed as having SEN of which at least 25% have statements of SEN. 
Independent Special Schools are fee paying schools that operate as a profit based school.  The majority of pupils are placed by LAs and fees are paid to 

the school by LAs. Again these schools will have a 6000 establishment number as shown on Edubase.

Approved Independent Special School.

These are independent schools which cater wholly or mainly for pupils with SEN and are approved for SEN pupils under s347 of the Education Act 1996.  However, the Education and Skills Act 2008 repealed s347 and therefore from the academic year (September 2009) this definition will no longer exist
Small Capital Grants for Schools
School Travel Plan Grants are payable to schools with an approved plan to spend on measures identified in their plans.The formula is £3,750 per primary school plus £5 per pupil taken from the January Annual Census Data and £5,000 per secondary school plus £5 per pupil.
Uses of Capital Grant

The STP Capital Grant is in addition to schools’ allocation of Devolved Formula Capital (DFC), and must be spent on capital items. It is for schools to determine how to spend their DFC.  The additional allocation is in recognition that a school’s travel plan is likely to have identified additional capital expenditure aimed at enabling and encouraging more sustainable travel to school.
The primary purpose of the STP Capital Grant is to fund on-site capital improvements which will promote or enable more sustainable travel to the school concerned.  Indicative examples of types of items which, in DCSF view, would or would not fall within the definition “capital” can be viewed at: www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=7861.
There are, however, some limited circumstances in which the STP Capital Grant might legitimately be used for off-site works.  This would be permissible where all of the following criteria have been met:

a)    access to a school can be improved

b)    the school voluntarily agrees for some of its DFC to be used

c)    the land concerned borders on the school

d)    DFC is an add-on to other funding, and does not reduce other funding
The table below gives rates payable for each type of school:

All £5 figures = £5 per pupil (headcount from Annual Census Data)

	School Type
	Primary
	Secondary
	Single Rate

	Community
	3,750 + £5
	5,000 +£5
	

	Foundation and Trust Schools
	3,750 + £5
	5,000 +£5
	

	Voluntary Aided
	90% of 3,750 + £5 + 17.5%
	90% of 5,000 + £5 + 17.5%
	

	Voluntary Controlled
	3,750 + £5
	5,000 + £5
	

	Academies
	
	
	5,000 + £5

	Maintained Special Schools
	
	
	5,000 + £5

	NMSS
	
	
	5,000 + £5

	Independent Schools
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL

	Independent Special School
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL

	Pupil Referral Unit
	
	
	5,000 + £5

	LEA Nursery
	3,750 + £5
	
	


Payment of STP Grants to Schools 
Maintained Schools (Community, Foundation, Trusts, Nurseries, Maintained Special Schools, PRUs)
From 2007-08 the Grant is paid by the via Standards Fund under account code 40620 2.1a.  The grant is paid to LAs in three instalments, 50% in September, 25% in December and 25% in the following March.
LAs must pass on the funding to the designated schools. It will be for each LA to determine how the funds are transferred but most LAs transfer the full amount of the grant to the school knowing that they will receive the grant from the DCSF in three instalments (as above).
In general, schools have three years to spend their grant, timed from the start of the financial year in which the grant is allocated. However, where, exceptionally, a school wishes to accumulate the grant it may do so for up to four years. More information can be found at www.teachernet.gov.uk/devolved.
Once STAs have been notified by their RSTA of the grant allocation that the school will receive (usually July) they must notify the finance officer in their LA and the school of their allocation of grant.

Voluntary Aided Schools (VA)

Funding for VA schools is not dealt with through LAs as funding is paid direct from the DCSF to either the school or through the diocese. A new capital payments system was introduced for VA schools from 1 April 2006.
Once STAs have been notified by their RSTA of the grant that the school will receive (usually July) they must notify the school of their exact allocation of grant. VA schools will then receive their STP grant as a one off stand-alone payment, into their nominated account from the VA capital team in September.

VA schools receive 90% of the total amount spent on capital works including 17.5% VAT because the result of any grant funded work becomes the property of the school and its trustees (as opposed to the LA). For this reason, on grounds of principle, VA schools are expected to make a 10% contribution towards capital works.
It should be noted that the standard rate of VAT has not been altered to 15%.  The DCSF made the decision to continue to apply the rate of 17.5% and not claw back any funds already paid as the change made by the Treasury has been classified as a temporary change effective from 1 December 2008 to 31 
December 2009.  The Treasury will announce what the standard rate will be before the end of December 2009.  The STP grants will therefore continue with the grant including 17.5%.

Academies
Funding for academies is paid direct to schools through the standards fund and is paid in instalments similar to payments made to LAs. Academies receive 100% funding (unlike VA schools).

Once STAs have been notified by their RSTA of the grant that the school will receive (usually July) they must notify the school of their exact allocation of grant.

Non Maintained Special School (NMSS)

NMSS are independent schools that receive certain grants from the DCSF, including STPs.

Funding is not dealt with through LAs but is paid direct from the DCSF into the schools nominated bank account.
Once STAs have been notified by their RSTA of the grant that the school will receive (usually July) they must notify the school of their allocation of grant. NMSS will receive their STP grant as a one off stand-alone payment direct from the SEN Operations Team in DCSF.

Please note schools are likely to be closed for up to two weeks for Easter from Friday 3rd April until Monday 20th April.  

Public Holidays are Good Friday 10th April & Easter Monday 13th April
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