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bestlocks on the block
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Cycling Plus magazine has used pliers, bolt croppers
and axle grinders to test the best bike locks on the
market. Editor Rob Spedding says: “We're always
thorough and fair with our lock tests - lock companies
tend not to like us because we get through so many
of their products. The locks below achieved a five-star

thelondonpaper

k tive. Quindescribes rating and took longer than five minutes to break, a
top 10tips Last year 17,754 bikes were reported stolen in CCTV footage of ::j:amgf'“ 'af_oﬂ GET LOND time which would deter all but the most determined
to protect the ca p1tal, includin d those of h]g B P rofile ﬁg ures preperson ()Ltl;‘ll:l'bq simple to cut through CYCLI LV \_/ thieves.” You can buy these in all good bike shops.
"ourblke such as David Cameron. Peter Knight tells you back to feed a | & Kryptonite New

' : s locked bike overa i York Standard
how to guard against becoming a victim NoParkingpost a3 £64.99 '
And bikes aren't This is an ideal
Use two types of icycle thievesin  has, the Met Police insists by the Transport Research safe at home either. shackle lock: tough
lock. A chain and a London must feel  thatcrimeisdown.Lastyear,  Laboratory found that 66 per Increasingly thieves construction, protected
D-lock require different like kids in a 17754 bikes were reported  cent of people who'd had are raiding poorly lock mechanism, plenty
tools to break open, so candy shop as  stoleninLondon,down 17  their bike pinched cycled secured garden of keys and a clever
a thief has to be twice more and moreofusswap  percentsince 2005.Thisis  less, while 24 per cent sheds. bracket.
as tooled-up. the Tube for two wheels. remarkable,giventhe46per  stopped cyclingaltogether. Camden, Islington
Don’t park outside The hotweatherheraldsan  centincrease in the number There is a lack of heavy and Lambeth have a Pragmasis
cinemas, football annualsurgein pedal power,  ofcyclistsonourroadsinthe  punishmentdespite a maxi- high number of peo- Protector Chains,
grounds or any other as commuters prefer the  same period. mum sentence of seven plewhocycletowork, £79.99 .
places that let people wind in their hair to sauna- Unreported thefts, years for bike theft. .and so have a bigger The 16mm chain resists
know you won’t return like public transport. Per-  however, paint a Crime statistics theft problem. bolt croppers and
for a few hours. Signify versely, thedemandonthe  different picture. show that in Ades says: “Parts of substantially slows
a shorter stay by black market goes up too. The  British 5 40 2007 just 93 London with a high down a disc cutter.
locking up outside So, ifyou're thinking of  Crime Survey peopleinthe concentration ofbikes It's the best chain we've
places like shops and dusting the cobwebsoffyour ~ 2008-09 thousand bikes UK  were are vulnerable, like ever taken tools to.
cafes. bike in the shed, take note:  polled 50,000 estimated to given a Bloomsbury which
If you're really London is the cycle theft  people na- EENAAISORUOIIREN prison hasabigstudentand Tusk Mammoth
paranoid about capitalof Europe.Itcertainly  tionwideand G TSSRMESRRRARSEY  sentence for commuter popula- 300, £18.64
the safety of your has the quickest thievesin  estimated a 31 year stealing a tion.” Space for bikes is This is a very secure
expensive steed, lock the country,accordingtoa  percentincrease bike (compared ata premium, which bike storage anchor
it up in different places recent trial duringwhichan  over five yearsin the to more than forces many to leave that has an in-
every day to put a unlocked bike was stolen  numberofpeople who have 11,000 locked up for them outside over- built security hoop,.
returning thief off injust 17 minutes outside  had their bikes nicked. It's  shoplifting). The harshest night, at the mercy of providing a meansto
the scent. London Bridge station. generally accepted thatfor  sentence dished out was thieves. lock the bike against a
Athletic miscreants Justask Mike Cavenett,of  everyfourthefts,onlyoneis  forone person, forayear “TfL hasworked hard wall or as a stand.
can lift a bike over the London Cycling Cam-  reported. to 18 months. . toreduce crime in sta-
the top of No Parking paign, whose folding bike Cavenettsays:“It'sdispirit- Cyclecrimeis hardly at tions like Paddington Abus Granit
posts. You're safe was also stolen withinan  ing, knowing that police  thetopofpolice priorities while the City of London X-Plus, £64.99
with lampposts and hourfromabackstreetnear  don't have thetimetoinves-  anditisdifficult to catch Police has various initias Has a clever double-bolt
Sheffield stands. London Bridge last month. tigate a theft. The police thievesandblack market - o Btives to address the lock mechanism that
Never lock your “Ishould have knownbet-  officerIspoke tosaid hewas  traders.It's notillegal to - i‘ v problem there,” Ades eliminates any chance of
bike on the street ter,all thatwas leftagainst  ‘overwhelmed'withcasesat  prowl around a rack of adds. twisting. Survived the bolt
overnight - a thief has therailingwas mycutcable  thistimeofyear.” bikes. Andifa bike isn't ROBBED | David Cameron S iiRET NI a (I croppers and still worked
all the time he wants lock,” he says. AdamThorpe,ofresearch  registered and reported after having his bike stolen JEEFNP ST RICE NS perfectly after five minutes
to smash open a lock. “I'mdisappointed group bikeoff.org, asstolen, police can't in Portobello Road - cluding £3.5m this year, of hammering and attacks.
Buy a decent with  myself says:“Oneofthe  proveits provenance. : meaning that by 2012
lock. It sounds more than big problems “Itsdifficulcto provethat  on them likea pairof12in  there will be 136,000 park- Abus Steelofiex
obvious but it'll put anything, so isthatwhen  abikeis stolen once some-  wire cutters. ing spaces, nearly twice as Granit 1000, £59.99
off thieves. You should now | usea cyclists one’s riding around on it,” “We'veeven found people  manyastoday. Anyone looking to
be spending 15-20 per heftychain have their  saysRosaAdes headofTrans-  hiding 3ft bolt croppersin One way to help police make a cable lock
cent of the bike's and a fat thousand cycle bikes sto-  port for London’s Cycling  theirjackets.” Policearrest  reunite you with your per cent of all bikes that works should
value on locks. cable” spaces to be builtin len,itputs  Centre of Excellence. them for “goingequipped”, faithful warhorse is to stolen in Camden in take a close look at
Your bike isn’t safe But London by 2012, on them PCJohnQuinisamember  search theirhomesandusu-  register your bike on the 2006 were not this super-tough lock.
in a shed, even ifit's whilemany QLIEAFORGGELEELEY  off buying  ofthe Cityof London Police’s  ally recover stolen bikes. Immobilise database (www. against a stand The Steeloflex passed
padlocked. Investin a of us have since 2000 another or  cycle patrol team. He says: “A Thievescanbeveryinven-  immobilise.com). * ourfive-minute first
bike anchor - a metal been victims cycling so  lotofthe people we search, round with minimal
bike stand that can be of bike theft or much.” hangingaround locked up For all our cycling news and info, goto: I cosmetic damage.
bolted to a brick wall in know someone who Asurveycarriedout  bikes,are found to have tools www.thelondonpaper.com/cycling
yourgarden. -
Make your bike S = = - .
bl > common theft techniques - and how to avoid them )
block. Cover flashy SOURCE_BIKEOFF ORG r .I a e S a a r e
labels and respray ' ( | I < I I I
the frame in matte
black or army green. { - . - . .
You could even put Has your bike gone missing? It may well end up in the East End, says Peter Knight
tears in your saddle,
duct tape on your fyourbike hasbeensto-  been threatened and as-  But what is illegal about Bikes are generally sold  regrets herdecision.
frame and spokey . I len,chancesareit'llend  saulted butso far thisyear  Brick Lanemarketisthehud-  for £50-£100, froma gleam- “I'spotted a new-looking
dokes in your A up being hawked at  haveseized229bikesandini-  dleofyouthsstandingguard  ing Carrera Subway to a  Ridgeback Velocity I liked,”
wheels. ® Brick Lane market on a tiated 157 prosecutionsfor ~ over one or two bikes, up  clappedoutBarracuda.Aska  says Gemma Hitchins*,35.“1
Fit a shopping 1 ‘ Sunday morning. illegal trading. Theywork  againstrailings.Standbeside  seller where it came from  haggled with several men
basket, the Mary The trade in knock-off  closelywith the Met Police  oneforafewsecondsandthe — andtheresponseisanything  standing around the bike,
Poppins look is a kudos A A . cyclesissuchanissue that  whoseized 60 stolen bikes - seller will name his price. but plausible. When asked  down to£90.1asked whereit

no-no down Brick Lane

the council is taking legal

and had 10 people arrested

In one morning, you could

why a rusting bike came

was from and the seller

market. I.evorlng Cutt‘lng Strlklng Unboltlng Plcldng adviceon makingBrickLane  in a four-week crackdown  spot a dozen or so bikes, withaflattyreandachain lookedshiftyandsaiditwas
1 Getinsured. abicycle-free zone. earlier thisyear. someofwhichwillhavebeen  thathadn’tseenalickofoil  his.Iknew it was stolen but

It won't deter Thieves can insert jacks Tin snips, bolt croppers, Thieves can use a hammer Bolts and quick release It takes only a bit of wire and David Saunders, head of ~ Despitethemarket’srepu-  stolen the previous night.  initslife,onesellerclaimed  hedidn'tlook like the kind of
thieves but it'll get or barsin a D-lock to lever hacksaws and angle and chisel to split the chain mechanisms are easy to a steady hand to pick some markets at Tower Hamlets  tation, mostbikes thereare  Recentlyplain-clothespolice  tohavekeptthebikeunused.  guytoarguewith.
you your money the lock apart, sometimes grinders have been used apartifit's resting on the undo for thieves. " locks. Council, says: “Ifwe makeit  legal. The racks of rusting ~ werecalled tothe marketby ~ More likely, the bike was sto- “Since then I have felt
back. Either extend rotating the bike frame to cut through locks and ground. illegal toenterthemarketon ~ second-hand bikes sold acyclistwhofoundhisbike lenfromapoorlylockedgar-  prettybadaboutit,especially
your home contents against the stand. chains. Whatto do: What to do: abike, there can'tbeillegal  under canopies are mostly  afterithad beennickedfrom  denshed. as my boyfriend had a
insurance (but make What to do: - Lock both wheels to the Decent bike locks are trading. It'ssimilartoacon-  bought at police auction.  outsidehisgirlfriend'shouse ~ And it’s not just whole  gorgeous, custom-made,
sure it covers theft What to do: Whatto do: Loop the chain around frame or stand, orinvestin designed to be hard to pick, trolled drinkingzone." When the Metruns outof  onSaturday night. The bike  bikesonsale.Cratesof parts ~ £500), fixed-wheel bike stolen
outside the home too) Lock your bike through the Coil and cable locks are the the saddle or handle bars, secure skewers (bolts that but to be sure, face the lock Theadventofsuchaplanis  spaceforunclaimedbicycles, ~ wasrecovered buttheseller  spilloutofcarboots.It’sim-  from outside our house a
orinsure it separately frame and wheels, never weakest. For lock advice, go and make sure it's notin can be undone only by their into the bike. It will make it inthe fardistance,ifatal,but  they'resold on. wasn't arrested having possible to tell their coupleofmonthslater.
ifit's particularly by the crossbar alone. to www.soldsecure.com contact with the ground. compatible skewer). 10 times harder for a thief. : s itwould address the “huge” Soifyourenotknowingly  convinced police thathe'd  provenance. “I guess | got my karmic
pricey. i SHADY DEAL? | Peter enquires a bout a problemofstolenbikes.Saun-  buying a stolen bike, it's  boughtthebike legitimately, Oneperson,whoboughta  comeuppance.”

b o . bike from the hawkers near Brick Lane ders’undercover team have  likely thatyouare by proxy.  unaware thatitwasstolen. stolen bike from Brick Lane, *name changed



