[image: image1.wmf]Over 4500 children
 travel to school by car every day
 in Tower Hamlets… 
…that’s about 27 km /17 miles of extra traffic
 twice a day
…

…generating 3.7 tonnes
 of CO2 alongside other polluting chemicals that make the air dirty and irritants that can cause asthma
Around 1 out of every 9 of students travel to school by car
.

If you’re a teacher, other member of staff at a school, a parent or a student and are interested in helping more children to use public transport and other sustainable methods of travel – including joining the 28,000 children who already walk all the way – contact your school and ask to join its School Travel Group. If the school doesn’t yet have one, speak to the Headteacher and see whether you could be the new School Travel Plan Co-Ordinator! You get support, advice and resources from the School Travel Adviser
 and opportunities to attend free workshops, seminars and get-togethers to learn about School Travel Plans and meet other like-minded people.

In return the schools get:

· physically active, better students

· safer and better, more sustainable travel by students and staff

· a grant from the DCFS for producing their first draft Travel Plan
· extra resources and funding from Transport for London for keeping it updated every 12 months 
· the ability to implement practical projects like secure bike storage, sheltered waiting areas, improvements to the route to school

· money to support your in-school schemes and projects to encourage active travel.
· a new framework for curriculum links, particularly under citizenship, geography and PSHE
· more links towards initiatives such as Healthy Schools and Eco Schools.
This is a part-time voluntary activity – you can put as little or as much as you like, or can, into it.
Join your local School Travel Group

Call 020 7364 6918 or contact your school directly












� Survey of 97 schools completed in January 2008, sample size 82%


� Survey question was ‘How do you usually travel to school every day?’ Car users include 0.4% who carshare


� Average car road space of 6 m (19’8”) when moving in traffic


� Travelling to school with peak time of 8.50am and returning home more evenly drawn out between 3.00 and 3.45pm


� Average petrol car (DEFRA Carbon Factor)


� 11.4% of students surveyed travel by car


� Each London Borough has a designated School Travel Adviser co-funded by the DCSF specifically to encourage schools to look at sustainable travel, road safety, travel awareness, healthy exercise through walking, and reducing pollution and congestion by vehicles






