APPENDIX C
Blong3/Confirmed Term & Holiday Dates 2009-2010

LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS

CONFIRMED 2009/10 Term & Holiday Dates

Please see below the confirmed term & holiday dates for 2009/10 in line with the LGA suggested dates, based on 190 days that pupils are required to be in school.  These dates will be consulted on with schools and the trade unions.  The dates are in line with our neighbouring boroughs.

2009/2010

	Start
	Half-term
	Finish
	No. of days
	Start
	Half-term
	Finish
	No. of Days
	Start
	Half-term
	Finish
	No. of days

	Tues 1 Sept 09


	26-30 Oct 09
	Fri 18 Dec 09
	74
	Mon 4 Jan 10
	15-19 Feb 10
	Thurs 1 Apr 10
	59
	Mon 19 Apr 10
	31 May  -4 Jun 
	Fri 23 July 10
	64


Total Days = 197

The authority recommends the following local flexibility dates (7) which include 5 Inset days and 2 additional flexibility days which schools should use for EiD closures.  The recommended Inset days are in line with the LGA days plus 2 additional LBTH days:

Inset Days: 


1st/2nd September 2009





31st March/1st April 2010





23rd July 2010

EID:



Start of Ramadan – 21st August 2009





21st September 2009 ** (EID al-Fitr)





27th November 2009 **  (EID ul-Adha

** The Local Authority policy is that schools should close for EiD on the dates shown above (these dates have been advised by the East London Mosque).   The start of Ramadan is 21st August 2009 (+/- 1 day) and finishes on 19th September 2009 (+/- 1 day). It is important to ensure that all Muslim pupils and staff can participate in religious observance without being absent from school.  This is consistent with the Authority's attendance policy that "every day matters".  In 2005/6 the overall attendance figures for Tower Hamlets were adversely affected by 0.5% by schools that remained open for EiD.  The Authority will be reminding governing bodies of our policy. 
Bank Holiday Dates

25th/26th December 2009 (Christmas)


2009/2010

1st January 2010 (New Year’s Day)





2nd April 2010 (Good Friday)





5th April 2010 (Easter Monday)





3rd & 31st May 2010 (May Bank Holidays)

Principles for framing standard school calendars

The principles LGA has followed in developing its recommended calendar are:

· Start the school year on a September date as near as possible to 1st September;

· Equalise teaching and learning blocks (roughly 2 x 7 and 4 x 6 weeks);

· Establish a 2-week spring break in early April, irrespective of the incidence of the Easter bank holiday.  Where the break does not coincide with the bank holiday the date should be, as far as practicable, nationally agreed and as consistent as possible across all LAs;

· Allow for the possibility of a summer holiday of at least 6 weeks for those schools which want this length of break;

· Identify and agree annually designed periods of holiday, including the summer holiday, where headteachers are recommended not to arrange teacher days.
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